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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.SC 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Tanaka 

et al. 

Tanaka et al. shows, figure 1, a production plan generation method and 
apparatus. 

The ability to respond quickly and sensitively to market changes is now extremely 
important in such a multi-product, small-lot manufacturing environment, and requires the 
ability to generate precise plans for factories which produce goods having multiple 
production processes or steps and/or which include several product lines, the ability to 
rapidly change these plans, and the ability to efficiently produce an appropriate number 
of components and finished products without unnecessary expenditure of material, time 
or cost. 

The apparatus includes an input device for inputting initial data including ultimate 
downstream process data, and a memory for storing the input data, machine data and 
process data, and a generator for generating a production plan for the final product, and 
upstream plans for the components and/or sub-components which are required in order 
to produce the final product. An "upstream process" (primary order-receiver, producing 
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a product) is a process, which is performed earlier during production of a final product. 
A downstream (a secondary order-receiver, producing a product element) process step 
is a process, which is a sequentially later process is required to be performed in order to 
produce a finished product. It is necessary to present in the "downstream process" that 
depend upon certain conditions, requirements, or factors relating to the "upstream 
process" (e.g., the volume of product required by the downstream process), and to 
thereafter input any such conditions as feedback to the production plan generator for 
the upstream process. The method further comprises repeatedly determining whether 
any required upstream process still require planning, and then generating a production 
plan for the next sequential upstream process step to be performed in producing said 
final product, each time that any upstream process steps are determined to still require 
planning. Then, a final parameter (final date and amount prediction) relating to the 
volume and type of components, which must be produced in the next process step to be 
planned is generated, prior to the generation of each of said upstream production plans. 

CPU 1 (control center, supply and demand managing server) has a first 
production plan generator 2, a parameter generator 4 for generating a variety of 
parameters used in the production planning process, and a second production plan 
generator 3. The first production plan generator 2 generates production plans for those 
processes that can be planned using only initially known data (pre-stored, primary 
prediction from market knowledge), e.g., basic data 21 (supply and demand database) 
and process specific production data 22. Second production plan generator 3 is 
provided for thereafter generating production plans for those processes that can only be 
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properly planned using both the initially known data and production plan data which is 
previously generated by the first production plan generator 2. In other words, second 
production plan generator 3 is provided for generating appropriate production plans for 
production processes, other than the final (i.e., the downstream) actual production 
process, based upon parameters received from parameter generator 4. This second 
generator thus generates production plans for those upstream production processes or 
steps, which are dependent upon the requirements and capabilities of later performed 
(i.e., downstream) production processes. 

The system is broadly recited for generic items, which include apparel goods. 

Conclusion 

2. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Sandoval, Gleditsch et al. and Ben-Arieh et al. show systems of 
interest. 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael Cuff whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
0610. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 to 5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert Olszewski can be reached on (703) 308-5183. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Michael Cuff 
December 07, 2004 




